Bangladesh Development Forum 2004

Working Session Discussion Notes 

Session 4 – Improving human development outcomes.

Session 1 - Policies and Programmes to deliver the PRSP and MDG goals

Key Issues 

· Enhanced inter-ministerial co-ordination to deliver food security and nutrition goals of the IPRSP

· Further gender analysis to identify the different causes and impacts of food insecurity and malnutrition for women and men.

· Malnutrition is not clinically solvable, it has to be addressed through policies and programmes focusing on income enhancement (including employment creation and pro-poor economic growth), agriculture, water and sanitation, health, education, social welfare and food sectors.

· The IPRSP paid inadequate attention to urban poverty; strategies are required to address the food security and nutrition needs of the urban poor.

Background

	Issue 1 - Food Security & Nutrition in the PRSP 

The “halving poverty” and “halving hunger (malnutrition)” targets outlined in the IPRSP are very ambitious without appropriate institutional and programmatic reforms required to ensure improved access to food and nutrition.  Economic growth alone cannot materialise the goals of eradication of hunger and chronic food insecurity.  In order to achieve the IPRSP goals, interventions to address dietary imbalance and impact of malnutrition on children are required.  Along with long term strategies to increase employment and income, the PRSP would need to make adequate provision for direct and indirect interventions which improve immediate access to food.  Also, appropriate institutional linkages, inter-ministerial co-ordination, and integrated strategies and policies, addressing availability, access and utilization of food will be required to materialize the IPRSP goals.  

The inter-ministerial thematic groups set-up by the Government to review and recommend on the various areas in the IPRSP is encouraging.  We would recommend that the thematic group on Rural Development gives careful consideration to the food-security and nutrition related issues outlined in this paper in the preparation of the final PRSP.



	Issue 2 – Gender Issues in Food Security & Nutrition Programmes – 

Gender is a cross-cutting issue and need to be addressed across all policies and programs and not only through sector specific policies. Integration of gender issues in the PRSP will help identify the different causes and impacts of poverty and inequality for men and women.  The unequal nutritional status of Bangladesh’s men and women is a telling indicator of the relative value placed on men and women.

Women's role in food security has remained largely invisible to policy-makers, program designers and implementers.  Food security encompasses issues such as consumption patterns, nutritional status, socio-economic status, access to health services, control over resources, mobility, resource distribution, agriculture production, land rights which affect both men and women.  Individual and household food security is affected by individual actions and choices men and women make in producing food, earning income or acquiring assets, and feeding and caring for family members.  It is imperative to ensure equitable access to and control over the resources in order to enhance women’s contributions to food security and bring significant nutritional benefits to the families.



	Issue 3 – Nutrition status in Bangladesh. 

Malnutrition is a widespread phenomenon in Bangladesh, especially amongst women and girls, related to poverty but also to other multiple causes. Addressing malnutrition is therefore not a single sector issue, but indeed needs to be integrated in policies and programmes of different sectors such as agriculture, health, education, social welfare, and food etc.  Whilst nutrition falls under the health thematic group it needs to be emphasized that malnutrition is not clinically solvable – it has underlying causes that need to be addressed through effective inter-ministerial co-ordination.  

Although nutrition is an important component of the IPRSP both as a direct outcome (malnutrition) and as a way to achieve other outcomes (such as mortality).  Therefore, nutrition-related programming, including micronutrient supplementation, needs to be taken seriously if progress is to be made towards achieving the PRSP (and MDG) targets.  Regular program monitoring (or surveillance), with rigorous quality is important for providing feedback to programs and to measure progress towards the targets set.  

 Issue 4 – Urban Food Insecurity
The fast growing urban population, with high concentration in the lower socio-economic group, will be a key challenge for Bangladesh in future.  The nature of the food security and nutrition issues faced by the urban poor are very different to those faced by the rural poor.  70% of Dhaka’s population from the “low income” group, live in squatter settlements without adequate access to safe water supply and proper drainage and sanitary latrine.  Frequent diseases contribute towards widespread malnutrition amongst this population group.  The

I-PRSP pays inadequate attention to urban poverty, its causes and consequences.  It is imperative that appropriate poverty strategies, to address the food security and nutrition needs of the urban poor, are considered in the PRSP.
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