Bangladesh Development Forum 2004

Working Session Discussion Notes 

Session 4 :
Improving Human Development Outcomes

Key Issues

· Millennium Development Goals

· Gender based violence

· Women and the economy

	Issue 1 – Millennium Development Goals
· “None of the MDGs will be reached without a proper gender perspective" - James Wolfensohn. A gender perspective for all the MDGs is important. 

Gender discrimination in Bangladesh is situated within deeply ingrained systems of patriarchy, which limit and confine women to subordinate roles. If Bangladesh fails to reflect the position of women and girls, it will not meet the MDGs.

· Will Bangladesh meet the maternal mortality MDG and will it meet the nutrition poverty target on present trends?
Notwithstanding the fact that Bangladesh has made some significant progress in various socio-economic, health and demographic indicators, its Maternal Mortality Ration is still one of the highest in the world. Though MMR has declined from approximately 6 per 1,000 live births in the 1990s to between 3.2 and 4 per 1,000 live births in 2001 (BMMS, 2001), a major concern is the reliability of data for the base year. Attaining this MDG will require a great deal of effort, mobilisation of resources and political commitment. Total Fertility Rate (TFR) fell remarkably from 6.6 in the mid 70s to 3.3 in the mid 90s and has reached a plateau since then in spite of an increasing contraceptive prevalence rate of 4% in 1994 to 54% in 2000. The tradition of early marriage with early childbirth leads to higher fertility and higher mortality and morbidity. 50% of the girls are married before the age of 19 and the median age of first marriage in 1990 was 15 with an insignificant increase to 16 after a decade (BDHS 1999-2000). Studies show a significant relationship between education and lowered fertility and health seeking behaviour. In addition, the positive relationship between education and lowered fertility needs to be kept in mind. Business as usual in the health sector will not accelerate progress towards the MDGs. Development Partners are working with the MoHFW to identify new ways of working and performance targets to accelerate progress. Making resource allocation more needs based is a priority since the poor tend to make proportionately less use of government financed services, and government expenditures is lower in poor, and hard to reach areas, partly due to the lack of incentives for health workers to take up posts in these areas. Effective communication on the objectives of the new Health, Nutrition and Population Sector Programme (HNPSP), and the commitment to the MDGs, to try to build cross party consensus on progress towards the MDGs, will be an important part of risk management in the sector

· Will Bangladesh meet the gender equality target (ref. number of women in parliament)?
Gender inequality slows economic growth and impedes poverty reduction. Discrimination against women often begins before birth and lasts throughout their lives, affecting their health, and their participation in mainstream politics and economics. Development partners welcome the steps that have been taken to integrate gender into the PRSP and support mass women's organizations such as Bangladesh Mahila Parishad in their lobyy to increase the number of women in parliament.

The Primary Education Development Programme (PEDPII) was declared effective in April 2004. Reaching the 20% of children currently outside primary school and retaining the 30% who normally drop out is important to ensure universal primary school completion by 2015. There is much more effort needed to ensure overall 'quality' education. While improvement in certain aspects related to the status of women have taken place, as evident from improvement in girl's enrolment and female literacy rates, some reduction of maternal mortality rates and more women's participation in wage employment, above challenges remain.

Issue 2 – Gender Based Violence

· Women's rights play an important part in achieving development goals. Violence against women and girls is a social problem, but its health consequences convert it into a health concern for example

· Bangladesh is confronted with the worst forms of gender based violence: trafficking, dowry deaths, acid throwing and domestic abuse. Although the Bangladesh Constitution guarantees equality before the law and equal protection under the law for all citizens, the principle is often severely curtailed with respect to women's rights. 

· In 2003, the Prime Minister has called for strong mobilisation to eradicate dowry. There is a need to create a social movement toward eliminating discrimination against women. Laws should stop early marriages and dowry demands. 

· The reservations of the government on the Convention on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) need to be withdrawn. A proposal in this regard was sent from the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs to the Ministry of Law. Women's legal rights and laws to combat violence against women and discrimination against women need to be implemented. Not only women, but men also should be given social awareness about the CEDAW. Violence against women should stop.

· Domestic violence is to be included in the Nari O Shishu Nirjatan Daman Ain 2000 (Women and Children's Repression Prevention Act 2000) as gender based violence. At the same time, there is a need to identify and remove gender discrimination in laws such as the Criminal Procedure Code, the Civil Procedure Code and Evidence Act.  Enactment of two laws to combat acid violence against women was considered positive but development partners are shocked by the sudden and violent increase of acid attacks during March and April 2004.

Issue 3 – Women and the Economy

· The majority of economically-active women work in the informal sector. Wage differentials exist especially in the agricultural sector between women and men. The trend of economically active women seems positive in Bangladesh as a result of the growth in the garment industry, however, the Multi Fiber Arrangement ends in 2004 and production standards in export industries remain poor.
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