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Donors want
'innocent until
proven guilty'
policy on NGOs
STAFF CORRESPONDENT .

In dealing with the NGOs, donors at
.the.upcoming Bangladesh

DevelopmentForum (BDF) meeting -

are going to ask the government to

“follow: the . ptinciple ‘of +'innocent -

“until proven guilty’. "

" The bther-issues the dénors are

‘going to press for include a level -
playing field in selecting and con-' -

“tracting ‘NGOs (non-government

organisaﬁoﬁ) and ﬁmgly processing

fundrelease. "%. - .
- ‘The donors in discussion notes
prepared by them will ask the gov-
efnment to implement measures to-

_check abuse of the NGO regulatory |

power to improve the enabling
environment for achievement of

%ﬁﬂﬁéaumon Strategy Paper

goals.
The donors will also suggest the
ent to recognise the diverse
roles of the NGOs and ensure that the
NGOshavelegal and functional space
tofulfilthose. . ' :
Referringto the last year's BDE the
donors say they recognise the govern-
ment's right to ensure that the NGOs
are working within overall national
goals and strategies. At the same time
itis crucial that the NGOs continue to
be given reasonable freedom to
operate without political influence

. andunduebureaucraticcontrol.

"The NGOs are czo::(s:ted (;o abide

governance Stan and existin
l:yregulated environment-- regulated
by criminal and civil laws. The coun-
terpoint is the expectation that those .
who regulate them shall also act
accordingtothe regulationsinplace,”
thediscussionnotesays.



