UNIC Dhaka

The Independent

Y A
{lay
NS

=R

!

Page: PS'O/L’/

News Clipping Service

Date: <3 /%'/ﬁ - 200

World Bank leader's plain speaking

Citizens distrust police

STAFF REPORTER

The World Bank Vice-President for

the South Asia Region, Praful Patel,
observed yesterday that "ordinary citi-
zens in Bangladesh do not trust the
legal system - the police and the
courts - to dehver fair and speedy jus-
tice."

He also expressed deep concern
over politically-linked violence, crimi-
nality and growing corruption.

"Democratic processes are seen to
have been undermined; for example,
by the recent mass arrests and the

and courts

harsh treatment of some MPs making  here at home, ordinary citizens, your
a peaceful aftempt to set up a new richest resource, need to be reas-

party. Several recent murders of busi-  sured as they walk in the street or sit
nessmen and at home with
the  seeming their children.

'Farewell to dysfunctional |

i ?
fggtec;:;getrgf politics a must to achieve ~ 4™ t&‘;’; Spag;
tors, have only economic prosperity’ ceptions  and-
served to realities ~ can

heighten concerns ovet law and
order," he added.

Stressing the need for improving
law and order to ensure sound busi-
ness environment, he said, "And right

only come to undermine the present
economic successes”.

The World Bank Vice-President
observed that a farewell to the ongo-
ing dysfunctional politics was a must

to achieve the desired economic pros-
perity.

Addressing the inaugural session of
the BDF meeting in the city vestepday,
he also listed a number of impedi-
ments to the growth of the economy.

"There are dysfunctional elements
elsewhere in  the  system.
Dysfunctional politics is a key vulner-
ability that many have recognized.
However this is something that only
Bangladeshis can fix. As a develop-
ment banker 1 can best stand ready to
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help, when you have mapped out your
path forward," he said.

"These obstacles are not new but
have been endemic to the country for too
long now. Hard-won economic gains
and critical human development suc-
cesses are now imperiled. You may be
losing your competitive edge to other
countries - and this will be hard to
regain. In a globalised world this has a
high opportunity cost. You are also risk-
ing the integrity and strength of your very
institutions - successes such as the REBs,
the NGOs, the new private universities;
such institutiopal degradation is very
hard to reverse. For all these reasons,
your development partners -are legiti-
mately concerned and must speak plain-
ly today,” he added.

However he said that the donors
recognise some substantial steps taken
by this government. "The new Anti-
Corruption Commission is an important
beginning. As important will be guaran-
teeing its independence. Steps underway
on judicial and police reform are anoth-
er beginning. The new approach to pub-
lic procurement offers the promise of
transforming opportunities for corrup-
tion in contracting," he added.

The WB official also urged-the gov-;

ernment {0 mke;meas

public confidence, including greater
transparency in the legal-judicial system,
business-friendly institutions and courts,
people-friendly law and order, empow-
ered citizens.

Both investors and the average citizen
need an environment in which they feel a
day-to-day sense of personal security, a
predictable security that is reassuring
and even-handed, he added.

Focusing on the government-NGO
relationship Patel said, it is with deep
concern that we and the development
community are now responding to the
new tensions between Government and
the NGO community.

He clearly pointed out that the recent
draft update to the laws governing NGOs
had serious flaws in both, process and
substance.- "We  appreciate that
Government is revisiting the proposed
legislation. Surely, the ambition of any
revision would be to foster a strong,
effective and autonomous NGO move-
ment in Bangladesh?”, he said adding
that of course there should be reason-
able standards, partly framed in legisla-
tion, for the internal governance and
business  practices of  NGOs.
Responsibility and public accountability
needs to be a two-way street.

He also urged the govemment fo

‘bring the administration closer to" the

people can greatly enhance public
accountability and the effectiveness of
public actions. "I would suggest that
strengthening local government, making

government more open and account-
able to citizens at the local level, is an
agenda for public reform -that is over-
due despite having support across party
lines," he said.

Laudmg the recent progress in the
economic front, the World Bank repre-
sentative said, "Over the last decade or
so0, Bangladesh first achieved food self-.
sufficiency and went further to build a
strong export .profile. A significant
reform agenda has come together in the
last two years.

We know that reform is inevitably 2
complex and demanding task, one in
which much will be achieved incremen-
tally, brick-by-brick. )

We recognize and respect the strong
economic team that is driving your per-
formance.

Let me congratulate you speuﬁcally
on macro-economic stabilization! Your
ar;:)?eut growth at 5.5 per cent is envi-

e".

He said that Bangladesh shows indi-
cators among the best in South Asia after
$ri Lanka, Declines in infant and child
moriality Were among the fastest in the,

; developing world.



