Special Meeting of 
Disaster and Emergency Response (DER) Group
30 May 2009
Meeting Notes
Chair: DG, DMB 
Venue: CDMP Conference Room (6th Floor) 
Tran Bhaban, 92-93, Mohakhali, Dhaka

Date: 30 May 2009
Participants: CDMP, CEGIS, WFP, UNDP, UNICEF, FAO, WHO, IFRC, DFID, USAID, ECHO, SCF-UK, World Vision, OXFAM, Swiss Red Cross, ACF, CARE, Plan, Action Aid, Handicap International, Habitat for Humanity International, Terre des homes Foundation-Italy, Solidarities, Islamic Relief, Muslim Aid, Christian Aid,  CARITAS, CCDB, Ahsania Mission. 
Meeting Agendas: 

· DG, DMB: The DG and the Chair started the special meeting with an overview of damages caused by cyclone storm Aila. The damage includes 194 unions in 67 upazila under 12 districts of South and Southeast Bangladesh. The districts include Barisal, Bhola, Barguna, Bagerhat, Jhalokathi, Perojpur, Patuakhali, Khulna, Satkhira, Noakhali, Chittagong and Lakshmipur. Of the total 12 districts, the most damaged district is Satkhira. Dwelling houses and croplands were severely damaged, about 3,606,116 people were affected and 155 people reported dead (Source: Ministry of Food and Disaster Management).
Priority Needs identified in the severely affected areas were:

i) Pure drinking water 

ii) Dried food/ food
iii) Medical support

iv) Repair and rebuild the embankments

The DG requested the agencies/ NGOs to respond immediately to address the situation and to notify the Disaster Management Information Centre (DMIC) of their current and planned activities by 30 May 2009 (info@dmic.cdmp.org.bd). 
To ensure immediate/short-term response, agencies/ NGOs can collect primary information about damages from respective District Commissioners, Upazila Nirbahi Officers and Chairmen, Union Parishads as they are the members of respective Disaster Management Committees.
GoB food stock (rice) is available at the district level and upazila level Local Storage Depots. However, proper management is required for immediate distribution of food to the affected people. 

Next DER meeting date to determine the priority and type of assistance required was scheduled in the same venue at 11:00 hours on 31 May 2009. 
· WFP: Circulated map on tropical Cyclone Aila areas affected with surface water based on satellite images as of 27 May 2009. In support to GoB, this map is a useful information management tool to target areas requiring assistance the most.
· CARE: Request was made to have a coordinated and comprehensive Need Assessment instead of agencies undertaking individual assessments. This will minimize intervention delays and coordinate actions to be undertaken.

· IFRC: Request was made to have a district/upazila wise agency intervention update to plan required assistance and coordination activities.

· UNICEF: Upazila/union level mapping of agency presence is being carried out to identify which upazilas require more agency presence for proper implementation of interventions planned. This is to improve the coordination among agencies working for water scarce areas mostly dependent on surface water and desalination.
· ECHO: Concerns were raised about the number of people in the shelters and their duration in the shelters.
· NGOs: FAO, SCF-UK, OXFAM, CONCERN, World Vision, CARE, Plan, Action Aid, Ahsania Mission, IR, CARITAS, Muslim Aid informed their type of interventions, durations and areas covered both plan and actual. Food distributions include flattened rice, molasses, rice, pulses, salt, sugar, oil, fresh water, water purification tablets and oral saline packets. Distributions of non-food items include candles, fire box, mosquito nets, cooking pots, buckets and water cans. Water treatment plants were also installed in severely affected areas. DMIC will capture the interventions from all agencies/ NGOS and report separately. 

The DG, DMB ended the meeting thanking all for their participation.
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