Cyclone ‘AILA’ situation report 


Update:1
Brief description of the situation
A depression formed in the Bay of Bengal on 24 May 2009 which has turned into a tropical cyclone ‘AILA’ and moving towards Bangladesh coast.  According to the meteriological department of Bangladesh, the cyclonic storm “AILA” (with ecp 987 hpa) over north bay and adjoining west Central bay moved northwards over the same area and was centered at 06 am today (the 25 may 2009) about 345 kms south-southwest of Mongla port, 435 kms southwest of  cox’s bazar port  and 475 kms southwest of Chittagong port(near lat. 19.40 n and long. 88.60 e). It is likely to intensify further and move in a northerly direction and cross West Bengal-Khulna (Bangladesh) coast by noon/ afternoon today. Maximum sustained wind speed within 54 kms of the storm centre is about 70 kph rising to 90 kph in gusts/ squalls. Sea will remain very rough.
The weather condition around the coastal area is rapidly changing. Since 1900hrs yesterday it has been slight to moderate rain over the coast and the weather in capital city Dhaka is cloudy with slight rain. 

Signal no. 7 has been hoisted for Mongla and coastal districts in the south-western, offshore islands and chars in the south; Cox's Bazaar and Chittagong while signal no. 6 has been hoisted for the coastal districts of Chittagong, Cox’s Bazaar, along with others in the southern belt as well as offshore islands and chars. The storm is expected to hit the Chittagong-Barisal coastal areas today evening. Low-lying areas of these coastal districts, offshore islands and chars are likely to be inundated by storm surge of height 6-8 feet above normal astronomical tide. 

According to the Met department prediction, the cyclone ‘AILA’ may be moderate level cyclonic storm which may cross Bangladesh coast south-west coast by afternoon 25 May 2009. With regard to agriculture, it may cause severe havoc as it’s  planting season. 

Action taken by National Society Red Cross

BDRCS has alerted and mobilized CPP RCRC volunteers and staff. They are sharing the information bulletin through its radio network on hourly basis. An office order has been issued saying cancellation of all leaves of CPP staff is they are asked to be standby to respond any emergency situation. 

The CPP control room at NHQ has disseminating updates/bulletin received from the Met department and collecting local weather condition.

At the moment, BDRCS is collecting info from local units regarding the situation there, while volunteers have been mobilized and hoisting flags at different cyclone shelters to warn people living in the vicinity, disseminating warning messages through mega phones while BDRCS is providing guidance in turn through VHF and HF radio networks. 
 

In the event the danger signal reaches 8 today evening, volunteers are ready to be mobilized to carry out evacuation operations and eventually Search and Rescue operations. 

The areas which are beyond the CPP command area in touch with the Relief department of BDRCS. The relief department has discussed with units to be more vigilant and requested to send info on regular basis. The finance department was asked to arrange cash, if required for emergency response and the transport department was asked to keep stand-by vehicles for going to the field. 

If the storm causes damage, BDRCS will provide Non-food packages and dry foods immediately to the affected; following the assessment of the damages, BDRCS will determine and provide services accordingly based on the needs identified of/by the affected people. 
 
Two assessment teams have been formed, comprising of BDRCS and Federation and two medical teams are kept standby. 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Bangladesh delegation
The Federation Delegation conducted meeting with CPP and monitoring the situation closely. The Federation has attended the emergency coordination meeting of CPP and has advised to all RCRC Movement Partners to take necessary precautionary measures. Considering this emergency situation, Federation is preparing to release funds for the Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP) to ensure mobilization of volunteers and dissemination of warning messages using the required equipments.
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management  
The Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MoFDM) keeps close eye on the situation and holds an emergency coordination meeting of implementation board of CPP on 24 May at the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MoFDM). A coordination cell has been setup at the secretariat of the ministry. The MoFD has asked all districts administration in coast and its adjacent areas to establish emergency control cell to monitor over the situation. The Govt Meteorological department is monitoring the situation closely and sending out the information bulletin. 
 Bangladesh Betar(radio) and Television have been disseminating hourly bulletin to alert people. 
