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Follow up  on ‘Aila’ affected area
Banana plants as water clarifier and salinity reducer 

How to do it: 

· Chop the trunk in roughly (2-3”) 
· Spread in to the pond water

· 1 average size banana tree will cover 1 decimal surface area if the water is highly turbid, or 2 decimal area for medium turbid water

· Agitate pond water daily once

· Suspended solids will start flocking within 3-4 hours and sedimentation within a day.. it may takes couple of days for a big and deep pond, it can be taken out within a week by net.

· This method can be used in a bucket, but this will take only 4-5 hours not days.

Clean water-after 3hours

flocculation after 2 hours

Packet ORS may create more problem than help in the Aila affected area:
It is observed that as the PPM has increased in the available water (including the water of tubewells) in manifold beyond any previous limit in the Aila affected area Packet ORS is not working as it should be, rather it is putting the children and adults in the risk of multiple health hazard.

What can be done: 
For rehydration handmade ORS ( minus salt) could be an option .

Sugar or molasses could be mixed with water as an alternative practice where handmade ORS is not available.

Green coconut could be another alternative where possible
Water of cooked rice ( strain out starch of boiled rice) or water used for wetting “Flat”  rice proved very useful in the present situation as alternative to packet ORS.


1. This Practice ( Banana plant) observed in different coastal area of Bangladesh and India and first tried for learning after SIDR ,2007 in different affected area . Field based experiment was also done by a group of Oxfam GB’s WASH engineers under the leadership of Enamul Haque- 





2. For further instruction and suggestions on alternative ORS Pl. contact Dr. Rezaul Haque of Addin Medical College. -   G. Nayeem Wahra , Convenor Disaster Forum








