DER Post-Flood Needs Assessment

ANALYSIS OF NON-QUANTITATIVE DATA

1. Introduction

This summary gives the main conclusions from the analysis of data collected from only the 27 assessed districts, plus the 6 southwest districts where more recent flooding occurred.  The Education and Shelter Sectors are not covered in this analysis as the reported data for these two sectors was purely quantitative whereas the data reflected in the Excel document “DER Post-Flood Needs Assessment - Overview of Non-Quantitative Data (Charts)” and the analysis below considers only the qualitative data that was given values to enable its analysis
.  A separate summary/overview was done for the quantitative data.

2. Health

In the Health Sector, 68% of the districts reported that health and nutrition services had been disrupted during the period of the flood, whilst 94% reported that diseases had increased after the flood
.  However, the districts also reported that 68% of sick persons were able to receive necessary treatment and, at the time of the assessment, the number of sick persons had already decreased as only 42% reported that there were still significant numbers of sick persons.  This answer is corroborated by the fact that 75% of the districts reported that there was sufficient basic medicine and only 25% reported that there was not.  

3. Water and Sanitation

86% of the districts reported that there were no adequate supplies of drinking water during and after the flood.  62% of the districts reported that very few hygienic latrines had been repaired whilst 38% reported that no latrines at all had been repaired.  Significantly, 88% reported that women and girls had no or very little access to secure sanitation arrangements.   

4. Agriculture

Only a slight majority of districts, namely 57%, reported that seeds were available at affordable rates, but 84% reported that families are not able to purchase these seeds, even if they were available in the district.

5. Food

76% of the districts reported that vulnerable families and groups have no or very little access to adequate amounts of food.   To compound vulnerable families’ problems, all districts reported a rise in the price of rice, with 56% of districts saying it had increased between 1 and 2 taka and 44% stating it increased by 3 or more taka.  Moreover, in only 10% of the districts do families have enough food stocks whilst in 90%, families have no stocks or only enough to last them a couple of days.  By the time of the assessment people were able to cook again in 76% of the districts.

6. Economic Recovery and Infrastructure

62% of the districts reported that families had no or very little savings whilst 50% reported that, where families did have savings, these had been withdrawn.  Additionally, 68% of districts reported that households either had sold or were planning to sell livestock or other assets.  Only 33% of the districts reported that households were selling labour in advance whilst 67% stated that no or very few households were selling their labour in advance.  This low percentage may, however, result from the fact that 93% of the districts classified the job market for day-labourers as very bad or not so good with only 7% rating it as satisfactory.  With few savings and little opportunity for day-labouring, 62% of districts reported that families were migrating elsewhere in search of work.  52% of districts reported that families had taken new loans from micro-finance institutions whilst another 50% reported that families were taking new loans from moneylenders.

77% of the districts reported that crucial infrastructure had been damaged by the floodwaters whilst 96% reported that there is scope for food or cash-for-work programmes in their districts, but no obvious source of funding.

7. Conclusions

As reported in DER Group meetings, the Health Sector was apparently quick to respond and relatively well prepared.  Although the number of sick persons increased during and after the flood, there were sufficient stocks of medicine available and most people were able to access treatment, even if health and nutrition services were temporarily disrupted.   

This brief analysis clearly corroborates the reports that there was and still is a severe crisis of safe drinking water, during and after the flood.  Although repair of tube-wells is quickly undertaken once waters recede, the analysis shows that the same is not true for hygienic latrines, as most of them remain unrepaired.  The analysis indicates a particular concern for women and girls, most of whom have no or very limited access to secure sanitation facilities.  

Analysis of the Agriculture Sector results also corroborates information that has been presented in DER Group meetings, namely that seeds are available in most districts but they are not accessible to poor families because they are not affordable.

Significantly, most families do not have access to adequate amounts of food and, at the same time, they also possess no or very little food stocks.  To add to their suffering, prices for rice have increased in all of the flood-affected districts, making it even more difficult for vulnerable groups to meet their daily food requirements. 

Analysis of the data from the economic recovery and infrastructure sector provides very little evidence that recovery has begun.  Households are still selling their possessions, taking new loans either from micro-finance institutions or from money-lenders if they do not have access to NGOs, and are even migrating to other districts, because the situation in the affected areas for day-labourers is still very unfavourable.  Households are willing, but unable, to sell their labour in advance for paltry wages.  On the other hand, there is ample scope for cash-for-work and food-for-work programme to provide mass employment, as damage to critical and other infrastructure was widespread, subject always to the availability of funding.

� Qualitative answers were given the following scores: Yes = 1, Mostly Yes = 2, Mostly No = 3, No = 4.


� All percentages are based on the number of districts that provided data.
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